
November 16, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Carman-Ainsworth Families, Students and Staff, 
 
As we enter the week before Thanksgiving, we are thankful for the tremendous work 
of our extraordinary students, staff, parents, and community. We are stronger when 
we work together, and we are making solid progress in supporting our students 
through this fall. 
 
Although the pandemic has been consuming a lot of our attention, we are happy to 
share some positive news: 
 
Robotics 
Four Carman-Ainsworth robotics teams (two high school and two middle school), 
comprised of 19 students, competed at the VEX Robotics Competition-Tipping Point 
Tournament at Kettering University on Saturday, November 6, 2021. After the 
qualifying rounds all four teams were seeded 4th, 8th, 11th, and 17th; out of 34 teams. 
Unfortunately, the two middle school teams lost in the elimination matches. The two 
high school teams paired up to compete in the elimination rounds and ended up 
winning the entire tournament! Congrats to MO’ Peeps #1375D and #1375A! And 
a BIG SHOUT OUT to MO’ Peeps #1375D on winning the Excellence Award that 
recognizes the best overall program! Both high school teams are now qualified to 
compete in the state championship to be held on February 20, 2022. 
 
Marching Band 
The Carman-Ainsworth High School Marching Blue Brigade finished a wonderful 
season by making it to the Michigan Competitive Band Association State 
Championships at Ford Field on November 2, 2021. Congratulations to the Blue 
Brigade on a successful year and a top 10 finish at States. 
 
Athletics 
We are thrilled that our sports teams are competing this year. Practices for winter 
sports have begun and we are eager for games to begin.  
 
It is exciting to celebrate the successes of our students. Unfortunately, as you are 
aware, it has been a challenging start to the school year. COVID-19 has touched 
every aspect of our district from quarantining of students, lack of substitutes, supply 
chain interruptions, and bus driver shortages, just to name a few. Although each of 
these situations are severe individually, having to deal with all of them daily, has 
stretched our limits.  



Through it all, Carman-Ainsworth staff have risen to the occasion, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of how they have stepped up taking on additional roles and responsibilities. 
I know families are struggling to cope with childcare and transportation and I 
appreciate your cooperation and understanding. I am asking staff, students, and 
families continue to remain vigilant with respect to wearing face coverings and social 
distancing. Together.We.Can. 
 
I share the following information relative to COVID-19: 
 
COVID-19 Dashboard 
Our COVID-19 Dashboard reports positive cases at each building. This information 
is updated daily and posted on the district website. I ask that everyone review the 
accurate data we are posting, and not rely on other forms of information regarding 
our district. The entire district is focused on delivering the best education to our 
students while maintaining a safe and healthy environment. We want to assure you 
our decisions and protocols are based on the most recent guidelines from the Genesee 
County Health Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to 
ensure the continued health and well-being of students and staff. We continue to meet 
weekly with the Genesee County Health Department officials and are committed to 
following health department guidelines. 
 
Vaccine Clinics 
I am attaching information from the Genesee County Health Department and the 
Michigan Medicine RAHS Health Center regarding upcoming COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics. The flyers are for your information; students are not required to become 
vaccinated at this time. However, the availability of pediatric vaccines and booster 
shots are significant developments that will contribute to sustaining our schools as 
healthy places for our students and staff to gather and learn in-person each day 
throughout this school year. 
 
Daily COVID-19 Testing 
The COVID-19 Response Team continues to offer quarantined students testing at the 
high school and middle school before school begins. Please contact the main offices 
for times and locations. 
 
COVID-19 Case Update 
We are pleased to report this week there is a decline in COVID transmission in our 
Carman-Ainsworth community. However, as the weather cools off, it is more important 
than ever for students and staff to remain home when experiencing COVID-like 
symptoms. Additionally, as we enter the holiday season, it is important that everyone 
shares the responsibility of ensuring that students, staff, and families remain safe, 
healthy, and well. We are asking families to: 



 

• Please continue to screen your children for symptoms each morning before 
sending them to school and keep your children home when they are exhibiting 
symptoms.  

• Reinforce the importance that your child properly wears a mask over their nose 
and mouth every day.  

• Remind your child to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer often. 

• Maintain a social distance of three feet when possible. 
 
I want to share special gratitude for everyone on our team--our students, staff, school 
teams and leaders, parents, and our Carman-Ainsworth Community. All are working 
incredibly hard together, making efforts every day to support our students. Each day, 
we demonstrate our care and commitment to our children and to each other. Thank 
you for your support of all our students and of Carman-Ainsworth Community Schools. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Cathy McGilvery 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


